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Abstract
We study how the polarization of voters and platforms influences political participa-
tion and the political inclusion of others in a series of lab-in-the-field experiments 
run in Colombia. We present a novel experimental methodology to understand the 
endogenous generation of political institutions in a polarized scenario. Participants 
in our experiment donate a substantial amount of money to one of two charities in 
small groups. By bidding for their political rights (freedom of expression, freedom 
of choice, voting rights) or the rights of others, we elicit the value of political partic-
ipation and political inclusion in a between-subjects manipulation, using an incen-
tive-compatible mechanism. As individuals endogenously bid for different political 
rights, the rules governing the choice of charities are endogenously selected. We 
control participants’ political ideology (endogenous polarization), and we manipu-
late the distance between charities (exogenously imposing high/low party polariza-
tion) in a within-subjects’ manipulation. Our experimental results suggest that the 
polarization of platforms (charities) does not increase willingness to participate in 
politics or to include others in the political process. However, the endogenous polar-
ization of participants becomes central to understand our results: moderates are will-
ing to pay more for political inclusion than for political participation. In contrast, 
solid liberals and conservatives (polarized individuals) prioritize political participa-
tion over inclusion.

Keywords  Endogenous institutions · Decision rights · Polarization · Political 
participation · Political inclusion

JEL Classification  C93 · D72 · D74 · D91

Lina Restrepo-Plaza: Restrepo-Plaza’s contribution was funded by the Colombia Científica-Alianza 
EFI Research Program, with code 60185 and contract number FP44842-220-2018, funded by The 
World Bank through the call Scientific Ecosystems, managed by the Colombian Ministry of Science, 
Technology and Innovation.
Enrique Fatas: Fatas’ contribution was partially funded by the British Academy.

 *	 Enrique Fatas 
	 efatas@upenn.edu; efatas@icesi.edu.co

Extended author information available on the last page of the article

http://orcid.org/0000-0002-0603-2156
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1007/s10602-022-09362-0&domain=pdf

	Building inclusive institutions in polarized scenarios
	Abstract


